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Greece native Leo Stassinopoulos of Farmington Hills owns 17  Russell Ebeid of Bloomfield Hills is president of the glass
eateries and 13 franchises throughout metro Detroit. group for Guardian Industries in Auburn Hills.

OF SUCCESS

Bill Damas of Novi came to the United States from Crete in Rick Abdulla owns three metro Detroit gas stations, including
1968. He now owns three companies in Wixom. two in Oakland County.
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ARTS

Novi filmmaker focuses on metro Detroit’s
Greek-Americans and Arab-Americans

ocal filmmaker Keith
Famie is teaching metro
Detroiters about the diver-
sity of their communities.
The Novi resident
and chef is set to release “Our
Greek Story” and “Our Arab-
American Story,” two one-hour

months filming 65 to 80 hours for
each one-hour show,

Novi resident Bill Damas’ was
born into a poor family in'Crete.
Nine people lived in a one-room
hut without electricity or plumb-
ing. Damas left school in sixth
grade to work and help support

Leo Stassinopoulos has a simi-
lar story. He, too, left his native
Greece with nothing at age 18.
After working at meat factories
in Windsor and Detroit, he began
helping his older brother, Peter,
in a Southfield Coney Island
restaurant. He learned about

documentaries in a seriesabout  his family. In 1968 at age 19, he the business and opened his
ethnic groups of metro Detroit. ~ came alone to the first restaurant in
“Our Greek Story” will air 7 United States. 1979. Today; he owns
p.m. Saturday, and “Our Arab- Startingasacon-  FY] 17 eateries with his
American Story” willair 7pm.  struction worker, . ,  brother and another
Dec. 15 on WXYZ-Channel 7. he soon became a Our Greek Story, 13 franchises.

“So many came without family,  subcontractorand &N hour-long docu- “To me, this is the
money or language, but they suc-  later started his mentary aboutthe  Japq of opportunity,”
ceeded and became community ~ own construction  Greéek community in - gauq the Farmington
leaders,” Famie saysaboutboth  company; Dial metro De‘.g;'}- wil ar  Hillsresident. “But
sets of immigrants. ‘Alotof itis ~ Constructionin ~ SOMMEICAREE ALY you have to work
about perseverance. What canbe ~ Wixom. P Cﬁ;n?-lye?; hard, be business-
learned from these elders?” Asheearned oy Ao Amibrican wise and get along

Metro Detroit has one of the money, he sent &tor s dlatad for 7 with employees and
largest populations of Arabs financial assis- mryDec 15. The the public. It's not
outside of the Middle East,the tancebackhome e v % i
filmmaker adds. According to and helped his and directed by Novi Others profiled
the 2000 US. Census Bureau, parents, two of resident Keith Famie i the Famie’s films
Dearborn is home to nearly hissistersandtwo  4nq his Visionalist were children when
30,000 Arabs, makingup 30'per-  brotherscometo  Entertainment their parents came
cent of the city’s population. America. Today, Productions. They are  to America seeking

The Arab community is his four college- part of the “Our Story @ better life. The sec-
diverse in itself, representing22  educated children  Of documentary ond generation often
countries which practice Islam work with him at series. Learn more at 1S even more success-
and Christianity, Famie explains.  Dial, DS Properties  www.ourstoryof.com.  ful than the first.

Atatime of stereotypingand  LLC, a prop- “Flavors of Greece,” Among them is
profiling, “Our Arab-American  erty management  a premiere party cel-  Rick Abdulla, 41,
Story” helps dispel misun- firm in Wixom; - ebrating the music, who owns three
derstandings and gives Arab- and Acropolis art, dance and food metro Detroit gas sta-
Americans the chance to speak Restaurant in of metro Detroit's tions, including two
for themselves, Famie says. Wixom. Greek-American in Oakland County.

Famie and his crew inter- “I'malwaystell. ~ community, was held  The Dearborn
viewed dozens of Greek and ing people thereis  last week at Rock resident was born
Arab-Americans in metro no greater place Financial Showplace,  in Yemen in arural
Detroit and filmed in Crete, than the United Novi. Tonight "Flavors  home without elec- -
Lebanon, Jordan and Dubai, States,” says of the Arab World tricity or plumbing.
visiting the native homes of sev-  Damas, 59. will take place at 5 His father immigrat-
eral people featured in the films. ‘Leo’s Coney p.m. inthe Diamond  eq to Detroit in 1968
The crew spent seven- to- nine Island founder Room of Rock and sent for his fam-

Financial. A limited ily seven years later
number of tickets at after finding work as
By ELIZABETH H. V0SS el ahousekeeper ina
Southfield hotel.
Of The Oakland Press 318-2534. “We're not all ter-

rorists,” Abdulla says. “We're
herejust]jkgyou—tohavea
better life, to go to school and to
practice our religion.”

Business executive Russell
Ebeid, 67, of Bloomfield Hills
is another example of a sec-
ond-generation immigrant.
President of the glass group for
Guardian Industries, an Auburn
Hills-based multinational group
of companies, he is a lead spon-
sor for “Our Arab-American
StOF}I”

In the 1920s, his father left a
job as a laborer in Lebanon to
come to America. He learned the
tool-and-dye trade and went to
work for Ford Motor Co. He then
returned to his native country to
find a wife. When he came back
to Detroit with his new wife, she
was pregnant.

“Both of my parents didn’t
graduate from high school,”
says Ebeid, “but they were
tough workers. She worked
full-time to (age) 83. Both had
strong work ethics. Neither

. spoke English when they came,

but they were nuts on our edu-
cations. Dad would sit over my
shoulder when I did advanced
math. He couldn’t understand
it, but he was there making sure
Ididit.”

These are the third and fourth
installments in Famie’s film
series about ethnic groups in
metro Detroit.

Previously, “Our Italian
Story” and “Our Polish Story”
aired in December 2006 and
June 2007. The first won three
Michigan Emmy Awards. In
2008, Famie plans to complete
films about the Jewish, Japanese
and Indian communities.

Ultimately, he would like to
do shows about all of the more
than 20 ethnic groups in metro
Detroit.



